
 

 

hen the name Magnavox is 
mentioned, some radio 

collectors envision Magnavox horn 
speakers from the early 1920s. Mid-
century modern collectors might 
instead think of a large 1960s 
stereo console unit. 
 
In this artifact showcase, we 
feature a tiny AM-only transistor 
radio from the mid-1960s, the 
Model 1R1006. It has seven 
transistors powered by two 
1.5-volt batteries. Its nickname is 
the Magna Mate. 
 
By the mid-1960s most U.S. 
consumer electronics companies 
were having difficulty competing 
and were contracting with Japanese 
companies to manufacture small 
items such as this transistor radio. 
 
It is tiny, just a little over 2 inches 
square. Also unusual is the fancy  

 
 
box that it came in. Most transistor 
radios of this era were packaged in 
plain cardboard boxes.  
 
In recent years a 1R1006 in good 
condition with its original box might 
typically sell for $30 to $60 on eBay. 
 
We appreciate your support of the 
Museum so that historical artifacts 
like this one and the stories that go 
with them can be preserved for 
future generations. THANKS! 
 
 
                                             Donated by Laurie Koszuta
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