
RCA’s Model 44 ribbon microphone is considered one of the
most successful microphones ever made. It is heavy and bulky
but is noted for excellent sound quality. The first version, the
44A, invented by RCA engineer Harry Olson, came out in 1933.
An improved version, the 44B came out in 1936, and the final
version, the 44BX, in 1938. These microphones continued to be
made well into the 1950s. They were ubiquitous at major
networks and radio stations.  
  
A corrugated aluminum ribbon vibrated in a magnetic field to
produce the electrical signal. The microphone picked up sound
from both its front and back. During the Golden Age of Radio,
pictures often show a radio program cast gathered around
both sides of the mic. But, 44s were somewhat fragile. If an
actor blew hard into the mic, the delicate ribbon could be
damaged.  

RCA Model 44
Microphone
2007-51-2
Donated by Harry Shriver  


