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In the late 1950s Philco introduced a new line of television sets
called “Predictas.” This 1958 Model UG-4654 is sometimes
called the “barber pole” model. Marketed as the world’s first
swivel-screen TVs, Philco offered Predicta models with 17” or
21” screens in various cabinet styles. This was an era when
“Space Age” designs were popular, and Philco Predictas were
sufficiently different in styling from other brands that they
captured a lot of attention. The Predicta's futuristic appeal was
enhanced by its thinner picture tube and varied cabinet
configurations. Designed by Catherine Winkler, Severin
Jonassen, and Richard Whipple, it featured a separate picture
tube and a safety mask made of an organic plastic called
“tenite.” This material protected the glass and gave the screen
a greenish tint. The Predicta line was said to be somewhat
unreliable and difficult to service.

Despite its innovative design, its reliability issues and Philco's
financial troubles after the launch of its successor, the Cool
Chassis, marked the end of its production. The Predicta
remains iconic, appearing in pop culture such as Toy Story 2
and The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.



