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This high-end radio includes a phonograph, but not just an ordinary
phonograph. It is a home-recording system. The radio comes with a
microphone and the phonograph turntable has both a playback
arm as well as a record groove cutting arm. One could purchase
blank records without grooves onto which you could record
programs off the air or record by talking or singing into the
microphone.  
  
Imagine how a family might have used this feature. Let’s say you
lived here in Bowie and your mother lived in Chicago. You could
gather your kids around the microphone and have them sing
“Happy Birthday Grandma,” while cutting a record of the singing. It
could be mailed to grandma, who then had a permanent recording
of her grandkids singing and a great birthday present.  
  
This radio also has shortwave coverage for listening to foreign
stations. It has a special tone arm called “the beam of light” pickup.
Instead of the vibrations of the needle directly capturing the sound,
in this model the needle vibrated a tiny mirror. A beam of light from
a special bulb bouned off the mirror and onto a photocell that
converted the light into an electrical signal. Philco soon gave up on
this patented approach because the complex system tended to get
out of alignment.  


