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Today almost everyone has a pocket-sized smart phone with a
built-in camera. Most people probably assume that a portable
electronic device combined with a camera is a fairly recent
innovation. Not so! Roughly 75 years ago, Air King made the
claim that its 1948 Model A410 combination AM radio/camera
“revolutionizes the portable radio field.” Weighing about four
pounds, its dimensions are roughly nine by four by three
inches. This leatherette-covered device was not pocket sized,
but a shoulder strap made it easier to carry. Of course, it used
roll film that had to be developed and printed, rather than
storing a digital image.  
  
The radio-camera sold for $29.95, the equivalent of about $320
in today’s dollars, which is in the ballpark of what a low-end cell
phone of today might cost. You could not watch television on
this Air King nor could you connect to the Internet with it. (But
no one envisioned the Internet in 1948.)  
  
While Air King called it “an exclusive new innovation,” it did not
sell well. The radio performed poorly, and its camera was
crude, but we have to give its designers credit for being
innovative.  
  


